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Comparative Government in Classical Civilizations 
 

Name of 
Civilization 

Type of Political System How Power was Exercised Political Achievement or 
Limitation 

Qin Monarchy 

 

minimized the role of aristocrats 
and landowners and had direct 
administrative control over the 
peasantry 

currency, weights and measures 
were standardized, and a uniform 
system of writing was established; 
construction of ambitious public 
projects 

Han Monarchy 

 
Click on image to visit page. 

shared power with both the nobility 
and appointed ministers who came 
largely from the scholarly gentry 
class 

settlement of new territories; 
experimented with nationalizing the 
private salt and iron industries in 
117 BCE; repealed and instituted 
heavy taxes; officially sponsored 
Confucianism 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_nobility
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gentry_%28China%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gentry_%28China%29
http://www.regentsprep.org/Regents/global/themes/goldenages/china.cfm
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or Limitation 

Athens Direct Democracy

 
Click image to visit page. 

Democracy in Ancient 
Greece was very direct. 
What this means is that all 
the citizens voted on all the 
laws. Rather than vote for 
representatives, like we do, 
each citizen was expected to 
vote for every law.  
 
They did have officials to 
run the government, 
however. Most of these 
officials were chosen by a 
lottery. So every citizen had 
a chance, regardless of their 
popularity or wealth, to 
become an official. A few 
key positions were voted on, 
such as the treasurer and the 
10 generals who ran the 
army (also called the 
strategoi).  

Only adult male Athenian 
citizens who had 
completed their military 
training as had the right to 
vote in Athens. This 
excluded from voting a 
majority of the population, 
namely slaves, freed 
slaves, children, women 
and people who lived in 
Athens from other places 
who had some rights. 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&docid=pMP0CMfEEuGE7M&tbnid=Y04BhDC5Pk1tPM:&ved=0CAQQjB0&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.historiasiglo20.org%2F1ESO%2FAthensdemocracy2.html&ei=ea--U_LMCc-syATks4KYDA&bvm=bv.70138588,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNEeAv6gWXvaKT9kpW1dNGO8XINcOw&ust=1405092087774957
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_ancient_Greece
http://www.historiasiglo20.org/1ESO/Athensdemocracy2.html
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Political 
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Limitation 
Sparta Military Dictatorship (Oligarchy) 

 

 

Two kings ruled the city, 
but a 28-member 'council 
of elders' limited their 
powers.  

These men were 
recruited from the 
highest social class, the 
aristocratic Spartiates. 
The Spartiates were a 
class of military 
professionals  

 

Everything focused on 
military conquests. 

  



Grade 6 The Eastern Hemisphere 
Unit 3 Classical Civilizations 

Lesson 2 Political Systems 
 

Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES: 
Grade 6 Integrated Social Studies/English Language Arts Curriculum 

Page 4  Revised August 2014 

 
 

Name of 
Civilization 

Type of Political System How Power was 
Exercised 

Political Achievement 
or Limitation 

Roman 
Republic 

 
 

For 500 years Ancient 
Rome was governed by the 
Roman Republic. This was 
a form of government that 
allowed for people to elect 
officials. It was a complex 
government with a 
constitution, detailed laws, 
and elected officials such as 
senators.  
At the top of the Roman 
Republic was the consul. 
The consul was a very 
powerful position. In order 
to keep the consul from 
becoming a king or 
dictator, there were always 
two consuls elected and 
they only served for one 
year. Also, the consuls 
could veto each other if 
they didn't agree on 
something. The consuls had 
a wide range of powers; 
they decided when to go to 
war, how much taxes to 
collect, and what the laws 
were. 

People were treated 
differently based on their 
wealth, gender, and 
citizenship. Women did not 
get the right to vote or hold 
office. Also, if you had 
more money, you got more 
voting power. Consuls, 
Senators, and Governors 
only came from the rich 
aristocracy.. In Rome, the 
regular people could band 
together and have 
considerable power through 
the Assembly and their 
Tribunes. 
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Roman 
Empire 

 
 
 
Click on image to visit site 

Although there were still 
consuls, the emperor 
controlled the final 
decisions, backed up by 
military force. 

Large territorial holdings 
around the Mediterranean 
Sea in Europe, 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Sea
http://edtech2.boisestate.edu/whitel/506/mentalmodel.html



